g co——————————
WASHINGTON.

“ LIBERTY AND UNION, NOW AND FOREVER, ONE AND
INSEPARABLE."

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1864.

ARBITRARY ARRESTS.

On Monday last Mr. Sepator PowzLy, of Ken-
tucky, introduced into the Senate a resolution re-
questing the President of the United States to
communicate to that bedy all information in hLis
possession bearing on the arrest and imprisonment
of Col. Richard T. Jacobs, Lieutenant Governor of
the Btate of Kentuecky, and Col. f'rank Wolford,
one of the Presidential electors of that State; par-
tionlarly by whose order they were arrested and
imprisoned, where they are at present confined, and
what offences are charged agsinst them.

On the following day (Tucsday) Mr. PoweLL
called up the resolution for consideration, when
Mr. WiLson, of Massachusetts, urged that prior-
ity should be given to a bill, pending in the Senate,
whioh had for its object to secure the freedom of
the wives and children of sll negroes who have
been or may be mustered into the military or naval
service of the United States. Mr. Wilson, how-
ever, finully waived his objections to the considera-
tion of Mr. Powell's resolution, which was thus
brought before the Senate for final action.

Mr. Howanrp, of Michigan, having objected to
the consideration of the resolution on the ground
that it proposed to “ conyert the Senate into a sort
of inquisition to use its power in the enforcement
of inquiries inlo matters which pertain exclusively
to the Executive,” Mr. Grimes, of Iowa, ob-
jeoted to this view in the following terms :

“The Senstor from Kentucky, representing his Btate,
says that two men in that State have been srrested, and he
koows not for what they have been arrested. He says
that they have been spirited away, and he knows not whi-
ther they huve been earried.  Is it not our duty to make
some inguiry in regard to a question of that kind? Are
we golog to be eotirely indiflerent to the liberbies of the
people of this country 1

“ I am not eent here, Mr President, for the purpose of
sifting with my erme folded in silence and in quiet, and
giviog no vots in favor of so inquiry of this kind. I bave
o doubt that when the inquiry shall be pureued properly
there will be & perfect vindieation of the officers of the
Qovernment. I kave no sort of question thst these men
were properly arrested, and slter the statements that have
been made here by the Senstor from Kentucky, I am anxi-
ous that his resolution shall be adopted, in oruer that they
msay be thoroughly vindiested, and I am satiified that the
inguiry will viodicate them ; but il it be otherwige, i these
men have been improperly arreated, then it is the duty of
the Senate (o eay so, end to put its eeal of reprobation
upon those who have thus improperly arrested them.

* Mr. Preeident, I trust that this Senate is not goiog to
sit quietly by, and when charges are made here by the
Senator representing & State of arbitrary conduct on the
part of any of the «ficers of this Government, refuse to
make any 1wquiry becauss it is claimed that to do so would
be a proceeding of & guasi judicial cheracter. It is one of
the prerogatives of this body to protect the liberties of the
people of the Stater and the rights and interests of the States
themeelves.”

Mr. JorNgoN, of Maryland, supported the reso-

: Q"{ lution of inquiry, snd instanced similar cases of

arbitrary arrests which had come within his know-
ledge, but which he believed had been undertaken
and enforced by military subalterns, without autho-
rity of the President, and sometimes without his
privity until it was too late to countermand them.
In illustration of these statements he said :
 Congreas passed, some two years nge, I think, an set
which was intended to put an end, in & measure, to the
prineipsl injustice which was the result, and sure to be the
reanlt, of thess militery arrests; srd in all csses, s pro-
vided for by that set, where the parties were not liabls to
military control, the persons churged were to be handed
over to the eivil tribunale, and, il an iodictment was not
found within & limlted period, they were to be discharged.

I speak knowingly when I say to the Senate that that
law has been sltogether disregarded in Maryland, and that it
has equally been diere garded within this Distriet. Men with-
out number lLave been srrested, and have been handed
over, not to the civil tribunals tor trial, bat to wililary
commissione, snd Lhave been convicted and sentenced to the
penitentiary, and aro now, some of them, suffering under
those sentences.

“ These military gentiemen—I spenk not of the Presi
dent of the United States—eeem to thiuk that they are
upder no obligation st all to observe the eivil laws; not
only not bound to observe the laws of the States where
they bappen to be locsted at the time, bt pot bound to
observe the laws of Congress; and they not only asenme
jurisdiction, but I know, if T know any thiog ef law, that
they have from time to time, and indeed constantly, con-
vieted upon evidenes that would not be received in any
¢ourt of eivil justice in the eountry. !

“ But T rose more enpecislly to state & case which will
show the Benate the great extent to which this usurpation
of authority bas been extended. At the Iate election in
Maryland, wheu the question befura the people wae whether
the eonstitation [(ramed by the Convention who had that
subject noder their consideration should be adopted by the
people or pot, a geutleman of Caroline eousty, Union
from the beginning of this civil strife, and Union still, of-
fered to vole, and touk e oaths prescribed, svery one of
them, anawered every question propounded to him, but
was refused, ard be sued the judge of election, as be had a
perfect right to do.  The military commander in Baltimore,
by some persons immediately in the neighborhood where
the faot oceurred, being informed of it, the gentleman was
arrested, having committed no offence ab all unless (if that
be an cfiance) suing the judge for refusing to receive his
vote, brought to the city of Baltimore, thrown into prison,
and I believe is there still. He was not only thrown into
prison aod kept in prieon, but hie friends were not per-
mitted to see him, snd have not bheen permiltod, as I be
lieve, since to see him. This is ooe case,

“ The last eleotion in our Bta‘e for membera of our Le-
gislatare resulted in the choice of & majority of citizens
who were called Democratse. There was a msjority of
two in the Beoate of Maryland. One of them, sleeted
from one of our counties, said fo bs a timid man, was
threatened with arrest if he did not resign, and he.
resigned, But that left o wajority still. In the county of
Bomerset, where & Demoorat was elected, reseiving a ms-
jority of between three and four thoussnd votes, he re
geived a very polite letter from the General in command,
waking him in substance whether he thought it was right
that be should (ake his seat in the Senate of Maryland, as

be had raived a rebel flag io April, 1861, upon bis own
premises. He replied to 1l—1 have the reply by me—
oourtecnsly, denying the charge, protesting that it was
sitogether falre, ashing permistion to satisly the Major
General that it was falee, saying that he would come up at
any moment in order to Iay bafora him the proofs which
bie said be bad to establish the fact of its falsebood. And
the reply to the request was & file of soldiers and his ar
rest; and he was brought to the oity of Baltimore, thrown
into the most loathsome dungeon, which had formerly been
used as & mere alave pen, without bed clothing to lis upon,
sod the pext day, without investigation and opportunity
for defeace, be wee sent South by order of the Major

General.

Mr. PowgLL., Will the Benator irom Maryland sllow

me to aak who that Major General was 7

Mr. Jouwson. Msjor General Wallaca. The Pres!
dent was informed of it, and at the time he was informed
of it be was told that the order had not been exacuted.

He immediately sent a despatch requesting that nothing
more should be done, and the answer to the despateh was
that the man bad been sent Bouth slready.

“ Now, whether he was guilty of raising Lhe rebal flag
in 1861 or not I have no parsonsl knowledge ; nor have I
oy personal knowledge of the gentlemsn himself ; but be
is represented to me to be a wan of the highest possible
character, & man of unimpeached integrity, asnd whose
word would be taken by every body who knows bim. I
beve no doubt that Gen. Wallace hiss soted under the im-
pression that he was discharging & duty; representstions
have been made to him upon the faith of which he hse
acted; but in his desire to perform his duty and to rid
Maryland of those whom he suppossd were traitors be for-
got that every citizen of Maryland has a right to be heard
when be is charged with sn offence.

“It msy be, Mr. President, that upon the grouud of
military necessity, in the beginning of this dreadful war,
aiming ae it did at the very life of the nation, these urrests
ware unavoidabls; but thank God it is ot so now ; thank
God it eeems now to be approsehing its end, and the end
will be the restoration of the Union; but let the Senate of
the United Btatee, if upon reasons of military necessity
they have herstofore refused to interfere, ssy now that in
suppretsing the rebellion they mean to preserve the rights
of the loyal eitizens.

“The c¢ase to which I have adverted is now under the
examination, as I understand, of the President of the
United Stales, and I have confidence in him as a lawyer
and #s & humane man, as one willing, to the extent of his
knowledge, to maintain the rights of the citizen, and as a
man anxious, as much as any othsr man living, to execute
Jjustice in merey, that he will see that no possible harm
shall fsll upon a citizen of Maryland without oause.”

The resolution, after this discussion, was adopted
by the Senste without opposition from any quarter.

FUTURE POLITICAL ISSUES.

The New York World, which, more than any
-other paper of ita party, may be regarded as a typi-
cal exponent of the present attitude and future
tendencics of Demceratic opinion, expresses the
belief that slavery is in a rapid process of disap-
pearance as an element of political discussion likely
to furnish points of difference between loyal citi-
zens. To this effect it says :

¢ Before another Presidential elestion the abolition que:-
tion, for example, will probably be in such a state that
past ideas will not ml;. As the problem'advauces tec-
ward ite predeterm solution, we shall eee public opin-
ion more snd more di.tmoad to nequiesce in manifest
tendenoy of events. fore the expiration of it pew
lease of power, the Republican
constitutional amenimeat for entire extirpation of
slavery in the United States. If the South should, mean-
while, gain its independence, slavery can be no ra
question of Federal politics; but if we disarmn Southern
resistance, the anti-slavery amendment will have been put
in force, and have done 1ts work befora the Demooratic
parly can be in power. Why should the party bind iteelf
to s dead corpse?

*Unlees the Democratic party is blind enough to run
the bazard of disintegraticn, it must distinguish between
questions virtually settled and questions that still remain
open. 1t must eo far keep pace with eventa as to nceept
their logie. Public opinion bas no efficiency without po-
litieal combination; but for masses large enough to form
& majority to act in concert, thought must be left free on
all questions eave those which rank as living, vital issues.
The number who oppose the sbolition of slavery (now &
winority) is uot likely to grow larger, but to grow less,
with the progress of time. Every Democrat ean, of
couree, hold whitever opinion he chooses on that subject.
Such opinions are no longer of the slightest polilical con
sequence. Individual Democrats will think what they
please; but the subject must be dismissed from the range
of topies on which the party is expected to have distinctive
views. There is no conseivable pesition on the slavery
questicn on which the Democratic party esn plant iteelf
sod become s majority. Its antecedents and associations,
as well as ite respect for the Constitution as it stands, for

id 1t to become an sbolition party ; the progrees of eventa
and the tendeney of publie opiniun. as well as the Consti.
tution in the form into whish it is certain to be amended
f"ﬁ :it to commit iteell to the fortunes of a morib
os 5T :

We do not doubt that the World gives counsel
with its usual sagacity when it advises the partyof
which it is a leading organ not to ‘ commit itself
to the fortunes of = moribund institution.” We
do not understand that any loyal upholder of the
Federal Government has ever proposed to com-

it"” either himeelf or the Government to the sup-

will bave secured a
g

mit
port of the ¢ moribund institation” of slavery, as
the World calls it, though there are many who
make it a condition of “ loyalty” that all who up-
hold the Federal Government shall join in giving
an anti-slavery direction to the war,

The political relations of slavery being thus, ac-
cording to the view of the World, in a process of
obsclescence, it suggests toits political friends that
they have a “‘better chance to gain the public ear
and to render valuable service to the country” by
giviog their attention to current and emergent
questions connected with the financial policy of the
Government. It says:

‘A vast debt and s great war are objects of deep solici-
tude with all thioking men. To pay the interest on the
one scd to support the other will put upon the resources of
the country an increasing strain, which must give a new
turn to our polities na the pressure is more and more felt.
The country slready begina to staggsr under the burden.”

THE NEW DRAFT.

We publish in avother eolumn the proclsmation of the
President ealling for s new levy of three hundred thousand
men. A Washingtc n letter says tiat the War Department
inte nda that this ngw requisition shall produce the number
of men cslled for. The last eall produced but forty per
cent, of the amount. “ Ruooning to Canada and elsewhere
wan 8 very large leak in the last endeavor to reeruit ibe
army. Plenty of time to do this wes allowed. The drait.
od will be fetehed up with & short turn this time. It is un-
derstood that s syetem of passports, to be rigidly enforced
at Detroit, Buffalo, Buspension Bridge, and Sacket's Har-
bor, will be invoked to hold men to the saered duty of fight-
ing for their country.”

It szems that this call of the Presilent for three hundred
thousand more men swells the totsl number ealled into the
army, since the commencement of the war, to 3 268 B46.
The Journsl of Commeree enumerates as follows the sev-
oral oalls :

Raised in 1861, an per report of Secretary

Cameron, for three monthe...........ccoovenenn p-ris
Raised in the same year, as per sawme report,
for three JOATE..........ovnnivarnssasanssnserences 660,971
Call of July 1st, 1862 (3 years’ men)......... 300,000
Call of August 4th, 1562, for militin (nioe
months' men)............ N W PR NN ;300,000
Call for militia of certain States June 15th
1863, to repel invasion of Penneylvania... 120,000
Draft of July, 1863 (3 years' men)............ 300,000
Nuwmber raised sinee Ooctobsr 17ih, s par
atatement of Benator Wilson........... e 700,000
Call of July 18th, 1864 (one year men)....... 500 000
Last oall, Decomber 19, 1864..................... 300,000
TOW it i e sivseve BTG G

At the last meeting of the Boston Sociaty of Natursl His-
tory a report was made by s member upon the effect of
pulverized borax upon the water buge and cockroaches
that intest our houses. The experiment was tried by sprinks
ling it around every crack and erevice suspected of afford
ing shelter to thess insects, with this effact: that after
three or four days quantities of dead oues were found on
the floor, and hardly a live one could be found in the house,

SALTVILLE NOT CAPTURED.

The Riehmond Sentinel of Saturday eays:  The re.
ported capture of the salt works ia not correct. The last
beard of the raiders they were making in the direction of
Wyiheville. The salt works are considersd safe. There
is ample foroe, under the command of a skillinl (Geceral,
in a position to protect the workas."

The Boslon Post says: ' One of our merchants yesler
terday paid the vxeire on 700 barrels domestio apirite, which
amountad to the snug little sum of sixty-siz thousand three

hundred dollar.”

THE SIEGE QF BAVANNALL

SHERMAN'S OPERMIONS IN GEORGIA—THE
CAPTURE @F FORT MoALLISTER.

The Secretsry of War announces the receipt of
despatches from Gen. Foster, who had a personsl
interyiew on the morning of Wednesday, the 14th
instast, with Gen. SBherman, at Fort MeAllister,
which had been taken by assault on the precediog
day. Pavannah was closely besieged, and its cap-
ture, with the rebel foroes there, was confidently
expected.  General Foster reports that Sher-
man’s army “is in splendid condition, having
lived on its march on turkeys, chickens, sweet po-
tatoes, and other good things of the richest part of
Georgin.”” The march was feebly resisted.

§o—
REBEL ACCOUNTS.

, The Richmond pspers of Friday, the 16th instant, state,
on the suthority of official despatches, that onr Wednesday,
the 14th, General Bherman earried Fort McAllister, com-
manding the entrauce to the Ogeechee river, by storm, and
thut the capture of this posilion puts Bhermsn in commu-
niestion with our flpet, and * will necessitate the reio-
forcement of Bavannah."”

The Richmond Dispatoh says: [* The garrison of tle
fort consisted of one bundred sud fifty men, Fort MeAl-
lister is on the Ogeecbes river, fifteen miles southwest of
Savannah, at the poiot where the river is crossed by the
Buvannah, Albany, and Gulf railrosd, snd sbout six miles
from Qasnbaw Bound. The capturas of this position puts
Sherman in eommunieation with the Yaokes flaet. Witk-
out attempting sy military criticiam, we esnnot withhold
the opinion that the exposing of one hundred men to the
aesault of Sherman’s whole army was a piece of extrave-
gaoce that Sherman’s present military resources do not
8¢t to warrant."

The Examiner says: ** Fort MeAllister commanda the
entrance to the Ogeechee river, and bas prevented the en-
emy heretofore from ascending the river. We believe
there are other worke further up the stream which would
render the navigation of the stream by the enemy extrewe-
ly uncomfortable. Tte fall of Fort MoAllister does not by
any means involve the loss of Bavanosh, but will necessi-
tate the reinforcement of the troops defending that eity.”

———
OFFICIAL. DESPATCH FROM GEN. SHERMAN.
HIS POBITION BEFORE SAVANNAHN.

The War Department has received an official
despatch from Gen. Sherman, dated near midnight
of December 13th, on the gunboat Dandelion,
Ossabaw Eound. It was written before Gen. Fos-
ter had reached him. He reports, in addition to
some details of future operations, the following in-
teresting particulars of his victoricus march
through Georgia and of his investment of the city
of Savannah :

ON Boarp DANDELION,
Ossabaw Sound, Dec. 13—11.50 P. M.

To- day at 5 P. M. Gen. Hazen's division of the Fif-
teeath Corps earried Fort MeAllistar by aasault, eaptur-

ing its entire garrison and stores. This opened to us the
Ossabaw Sound, and 1 pulled down to this gunbost to
communicate with the fleet.

Before opening communication we bhad completely de-

stroyed all the railroads leading into Bavanoah and invest-

ed the city. The left is on the Savannsh river, three

miles above the eity, an the right on the Ogeechee, at
King's Bridge.

The srmy is in splendid order and equal to any thing.

The weather has been fine, and supplies sabundant. Our
march was most agreeable, snd we were not at all mo-

lested by guerrillas.

We reached Savaunsh three days ago, but owing to Fort
MeAllistsr we could pot communicate, but now we have
MeAllister we oan go shesd. We Lave already captured
two boals in the Bavannah river and prevented their gun-
bosts from coming down.

I estimate the population of Savennah st twenty-five
thousand and the garrison at fifteen thousasd, Geo. Hardee
eommanding.

We have not lost a wagon in the trip, but have gathered
in s largs supply of negroer, mules, horses, &c., and our
teams are in far better condition than wheu we slarted.
My firet duty will be to elesr the army of surplus negroes,
mules, and horses.

We have utterly destroyed over two hundred wiles of
railroad, and consumed stores and provisions that were
essential to Lee's and Hood's armies.

The quick work made with Fort MeAlligter, and the
opening communiecation with our fleet, and consequent in-
dependence for supplies, dissipates all their boasted threats
to besd me off and slarve the army. I regard Eavaonsh
a4 already gained. Youre, truly,

W. T. Bueaman, Mujor Geveral,

—_——

LATEST FROM SAVANNAILL

The transport steawmer Fulton, from Port Royal on the
15th, reports that Savannah was #'ill in the haods of the
rebels. Tte surrender had not been demanded when the
Fulton sailed. Msjor General Slocum’s sorps hol s all the
approsches on the north side of Savanoah, ineluding all the
railroads leading out of the town. Gen. Howard's army
connects with hisright, and swings around to the Ogeechee
river at Fort MoAllister.

Gen. Sherman is reported to bave secured on his mareh
and brought with him seven thousand able-bodied negroee,
twelve bundred head of cattle, and so many borses, mules,
and wagons as to seriousiy embarrass him. His total loss
of men, from all causer, during the march, was only about
one thousand in both wings of the army. The particulars
of the storming of Fort McAllister are thus stated :

‘* AL hali-past four o'elock on Wednesday worning Gen,
Hazen placed hia division in position, with another division
of the Fifteenth Corpe as a support, sod when all bis pre-
parations were completed the order was given, snd his
gallant division, eager for the fight, marchad st a double
quiek atep forward, penetrated the abattis surrounding the
work, plunged through the dilch, and scaled the parapats
of the fort—ten feet in beight—nod swarmed into the work
under a hot fire, whieh, while it eut down many, failed to
check the sdvance, and the work was ours. Most of the
garrison, bewildered by the sudden sweep of our veterans,
surrendered io haste, but others stood by their gune and
fought until they were bayoneted or out down, The work
was quickly performed, and not an armed rebe! remaioed
within the fort three minutes afier the %:qnta wers
crossed by our seasoned vetersns, and the cheer of vietory
rang out olearly in the misty morning air, and announced
snocess to the eager troops stretohing around the doomed
oity of Bavannah. The substaotisl results of our victory
are two hundred aud more prisoners, twenty.one heavy
guns and a large quantity of ordnance sod subsistenos sup
plies, and, in a still mors substantisl way, an open port,
t?wlh which Gen. Sherman ean draw all his needed sup-
plies

vannsh perfeotly sccure so far as the question of snbsist-
ence is conoerned.”

Charleston papers to the 15th cootain little news, aud
seem to know but little of the movements of Gen, Sherman.
We exirnot the following referring to the capture of Fort
MeoAllinter :

“Wae bave no very full budget of intelligencs from Ha
vanosh. Sbermin seems, for the present, to bave sban-
doned the direot attack on the oity, sod sppears to be tuin-
iog his attention to the reduelion of the outworks.

“We regrel to announce the fall of Fort MeAliistor.
That post was carried early yesterday morning by ssssult,
in which a heavy column of Bherman's beat troops partic:
pated. It is believed that the enemy will pext make n des-

rate effort (o gain possession of Genesis Point. We hase

eard oo details of the assanlt or of the casusities.

‘“ Along the line of the Charleston and Savannab radrosd
all continues quiet. The Yankees, while at Gordon, Gs ,
stated that they would soon enter Bouth Carolina, and that
they would not leave a house standing in the State

The Irequent capture, by the Confederates, of supplics
sent from Kaosas snd Missouri to Fort Smith, Arkausie
and Fort Boott, Kansas, by the overland route, has elicited
an order directiog that hereafter supplios shall be for-
warded to Fort SBmith, and other military prste on (he
Arkansas frontier, by way of Cairo and Memphis, nod
thence by river to the point of destination Omne capture
made recantly by the Confederates included sleven thou-
sand complete suits of soldiens’ clothing.

around his men, and can make his investment of Se- |

THE WAR IN TENNESSEE.

A BATTLE AND A VICTORY—HOOD ASSAILED
AND DRIVEN FROM HIS WORKS,

The following official despateh from Gen, Thomas,
announces a successful assault by his forces upon
Hood’s army, in front of Nashville, on Thursday
last :

“NASHVILLE, DECEMBER, 15— P. M,

“ We atlacked the enemy’s left this morning and drove
it from the river below the city, very nearly to the Frank-
lin pike—distance sbout eight miles, We have captured
Chalmer's headquarters swnd train, sod w seoond train of
about twenty wagons, with belween eight hundred and a
thousand prisoners, and sixteen pieces of artillery, Our
troups behaved splendidly, all taking their share in assault-
ing and carrying the enemy's breastworks. [ shall attack
the enowy again to-morrow, if he stands to fight ; and if he
retreats during the night, will pursue bim, throwing a
hoavy cavalry force in his rear to destroy his trains, if
possible. Geo. H. Tnomas, Msjor General.”

—

UNOFFICTAL ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE.

NasuviLLE, (Tex~.) Dec. 15, 1864,

The arwy commenced moving at daybresk t4 day with
Gen. Steedwan's Corps on our left, the ¥ourth Corps
next, and then A. J.8mith's Corps. The cavalry fores
moved to the right snd the Twenty-third Corps was beld
n reseérve.

Very littla except reconnoitering was dose until after
meridisn, but at half-past twelve o'elock the order to ad-
vance was given and the whole column moved onward.

The rebels evidently expected that Gen. Thomas wonld
altempt to turn their left lank. All the indieations would
o1use us to supposee this, and they offered numerous induce-
ments for us to do so, and had carefully prepared their
worka to receiverour forces if we should attack them in
that quarter.

To keep up the delusion Steedman's command was or-
‘dered to skirmish beuavily oo the rebel left flank. and he
moved forward in the direction of the point which the
rebels believed we were threatening.

While Bteedman was manceaveriog in this msoner, the
rebles were massing on their left, and we wers concentrat-
ing the Bixteenth and Twenty-third Corps and Gen. Wil-
8uu’s oavalry on our right.

The result of this was that wheu the bugles sounded the
edvance our right wing advanced rapidly betwesn the left
ol the rebels and the Cumberland river, completely doub-
ling upon a rebel division which the rebels bad posted to
blockade the river. A buttery was taken Lere by our for-
ces and sent to the rear.

The rebels had by this time perceived that our sttack
on Lhe right was a leint, and Hood soon attempted to atone
for hie mistelie, bui he was too lats, as cur right bad estab-
lished & force on the main baok of the river, and were
steadily advancing.

The whole Twenty-third Corps had taken a position on
the extreme right, while Smith's Corps executed s half
wheel, driving the columns of rebels befure him easily and
rapidly. Boon,the hill where the rebels were posted was
tuken, with littls Jows and less difficulty. In an hour or g0
the rebels had presented a strong front, aud_our progress
for the moment was checked.
1t was now visible that ihe contest was sbout to eom-
mence. Another diversion on the left was mada to enable
our men on the right to get into position and strengthen
themeclves, so as to be ready for a charge. In frout of
the Fourth Corpe, snd about one mile beyond Acklin, the
rebels bad a strung line of works, defandad by & beavy line
of skirmishers. Gen. Wood ordered s charge upon it, and
the wora * forward "' was shouted by the division, brigade,
and regimental commandsre, and with prowptuees and de-

catrenchments, espturiog all the sriillery sad troops of the
enemy oo the line.

Brig. Gen. Wood's troops, ou the Fraoklia pike, took up
the assault, carryiog the enemy’s entrenchments ; in his
retreat captured eight pieces of artillery, something over
tix Lundred prisoners, aud drove the eoemy within one
wile of the Brentwood Hill Pass.

Major Gen Steadman, commanding detachwenta of the
different armios of the Military Division of the Mississippi,
most nobly supported Gen. Weod's left, and bore 3 most
honorable part in the operations of the day.

I bave ordered the pursuit to be continued in the worn-
ing at daylight, slthough the troops are very much fatigued.
The utwmost enthusiasm prevails,

I must not forget to report the operations of Brig. Geo.'
Jobuson in suceassfully driving the enemy, with the co-
operation of the guoboats under Lientensnt Commander
Fiteh, from their established batteries on (he Cumberland
river, below the oity of Nashville, and of the success of
Brig. Gen. Croxtou's brigada in covering nnd returning
our right and rear. Although I have no report of the
number of prisoners captured by Johnson's and Croxton's
commands, | know they have made a largs number,

Iam glad to be able to state that the number of prison.
ors captured yesterday greatly exceeds the number re-
ported by telegraph last evening. The woods, fields, and
eatrenchments are strown with the enemy's small arms
abandoned in their retrest,

In covclusion, I am happy to state that all this Las been
effectad with but u very small loss to ua. Our loss does
ot exezed thres thoueand, and very fow killed.

Geo H. THoMas, Major General.
—

THE ROUI' AND PURSUIT OF HOOD'S ARMY—
" MORE GUNS AND PRISONERS CAPTURED.

The following extracts from late official de-
spatches of Gen. Thomas have been published by
the Secretary of War:

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Near Franklin, ( Tenw.) December 17, 1861,

A report just reached me from Major Gen., Wilson
states that at six o'clock P. M. to-day he attacked and
disperred Stevenson’s division of rebel infantry, and & bri-
gade of oavalry, capturing (hree guos. The Fourth United
Btates Cavalry, Hatch's division of eavalry, supported by
Kuipe's division of cavalry, did the work, making several
besutiful charges, bresking the rebel infaniry in all diree
tions. Had it ouly been light, the rebel rear-gusrd would
hiave been entirely destroyed. Aa it in, it has been severely
punished. The whole army will continus the vigorous
pursnit in the mormog. 7This attack was wade siz miles
beyond Fraaklin 4
Georce H., THOMA®, Major General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT 0F CUMBERLAND,
Near Franklin, (Tenn,) December 17—3 £. M,

We have pressed the enemy to-day beyond Franklin,
copturing his boepitals, containing over fiftesn hundred
of his woundad and sbout one bundred aud fifty of our
wounded. In sddition to the sbove, Gen. Kuips, com-
mantding a division of cavalry, drove the enewy's rear
guard through Franklin to day, capturiog about two Lun-
dred and fifty prisoners and five battle f:ge, with very
little loss «n our eide. Citizens of Fraokliu represent
Hood’s army ss completely demoralized.

In addition to the eaptures on yesterday, reported in my

cigion the men leaped over the breastworks sud sdvanced.
Lo less than twenly minutes our furces had possession of
the rebel worke, and the banners of the Fourth Corps |
were plsuted oo them.

Our men, flushed with victory, without orders pushed |
forward snd resched the second line of rebel works by |
the m.st strenuous exertions and captured eome prieopere,
which, with those taken previously, amounted to over ons
thoueand.

The second line of rebsl entrenchmenls were now in |
sight, located on the verge of u bill, one mile from their |
skirmish line. ‘L'hese entrenchments were built with great |
skill, and sowe time elapsed ere our men were got in posi- |
tion to sdvance upon them.
Our cavalry bnd sdvenced mesnwhile until its right |
rested on the hills, six miles beyond Nashville. Moviog |
from the river they could now mst e avre without d:fficulty.
lostead of faciog to the west they now faced directly
south. The Seeond Corps of Behofield and Smith’s corpa |
were iu position directly parallel on the left. The skir- |
mishers were advanced to the Hillsborough pike, shelter- |
ing themselves behind fenoceson the north side, while the |
Fourth Corps was formed at right angles, the front division |
lying directly scross the Hillsborough pike, and the rr-|
mainder beiog to the left of it. ]

were forming, and batteries being placed, the rebels cou'd
be distinatly seen moving to the lefc towards Hillsborough,
with the view to prevent our turning their right flack.
As far a» could be ascertaived the entire rebel reserve was |
thus thrown in frontof our right and centre. In the mesn |
time our communders sent reinforcements cquslly strong
to our poets menaced by ihe rebels.

At hall-past three all was ready fur tha cLargs cn the ec-
cond line of 1he rebel worke. The position was s etrongone,
to reach which our forces had to ascend hilla to an elevation
of fiiteen degrees without any protection; but the lines |
were four columne desp, with ampls reserves.  Qur [irees |

foree, and at ten minutes before five P. M. the charge
commenced. The firat and seeond divisions of the Fourth
Corpe moved west, and the third division, at right angles |

was the corps of A, J. Smith |

The first und second divisions of the Fourth Corpe had |
the hardest part of the tark to perform. They had to
move in un exposed position to the rebel works in their
front, and these works were more (ormidable aud strouger
than thoee elsswbere.

Under a beavy fire of grape, canister, and musketry our
men moved steadily forward: but owiog to the rebels
firing too high it mostly passed over them—otherwise the
slsughter would have been tercible. Soms of our wen
were killed, but the list of easunlties wers less than ex
peeted. |

After nivaueing within one bundred and fitty yards of
Lhe rebel works toeir fire became very severs. Our troops
never waversd, but, with a shout along the lines, aod ring-
ing slong the Hillsborough pike, they egain advaneed and
were almoat immediately upon the entronchments. The
diatance yet to be pamsed did not exceed ous bundred
yarde, and reinforcoments were in sight coming, yet the
rebels evineed no mgos of retiring, aud disebarged volley
after volley wto our ranks at & distance ol twenty five
yards, A tew of our men had now reached the works and |
were using the bayonet, when rome of the rebels flsd, ful |
lowed by others, sad soon &ll broke and fad in the wildest |
confusion. Four 12-poundar Napoleon guoe their srtil'erists |
atempted to secure, but they ouly sucoeeded in getting ons
of them off the fiald. |

We secured three cannon and Lwo eaissons, with s largs |
lot of small arms,  We also espiured 1o this charge aboul |
four hundred prsoners. Our lossen in this charge did not
exeesd one bundred killed and wounded,

sSmuth's snd Schufield’s corps bad in the mean time ad-
vanced balf & mile to the soutn of the Hillsborough pike, |
ospturiog there s whole battery of six gune. Tois makes
the total of artillery captured—five gune beiog taken on
the extreme left by the ;‘:ﬁeeuth Ohio—amount to eigh- |
teen guos. Several battle flags were also taken. ‘T'he

dred, while ours is only about three hundred.
Tke robels have taken up another line, and ma
it to-morrow if they do not retreat to-night.

i miia
THE BATTLE RENEWED 0.l | VAY AND

I 'HE
REBELS DEFEATED AT ALL . i

The following official report of Gen. THOMAS
shows that on Friday last he renewed his asssult
upon the army of Gen. Hood, in front of Nosh-
ville, with complete success. The lines of the
cnemy were broken and driven in all directions,
and a large portion of his artillery and a vumber of
prisonera takon :

n.‘-ﬁllul‘ﬁﬂfl’-ﬂ-‘i DEPARTMENT CUMBERLAND,
EHr MiLES FRUM NASHVILLE,
December 166 P. M,

I bave the bonur to regort that the enemy las been
pressed ut all poiots to day in bis line of retreat to the
Breotword Hills.

Brig. Gen. Hatcb, of Wilsou's curps ol eavalry, on Lhe
right, turned the enemy's left, sud eaptlured a large oum
ber of prisoners—uumber not yet reported

Major Gen. Schofield’s corps, next on ke leit of the
cavalry, oarried several ulls, captured many piisoners, sod
six pieces of arlillery

Bravet Major Gen. Fmith, vext oo lefl of Mejor Gen,
Sehofield, oarried the salient point of the enemy's line
with MeMllen's brigade of MoArthur's division, eapturing
slxteen pieces of artillery, two Brigadier Generals, and
about two thousand prisoners,

Brig. Gen. Garrard's division, of Bwith's cotmmand, next

\

rebel loss in killed snd wounded is not less than six hun- |

y delecd |

on the left of MoArthur's division, carried the enemy's

despatch last night, I heve the honor to report the capture
of Gen. Rocker and about two hundred and filty pri-
soners “of the enemy's cavalry, in & fight that ocourred
Inst night between Gen. Rucker and Gen. Hateb, of our
cavalry.

The enemy has been pressed todey, both in front and
oa both flanks. Brig. Gen. Johnson succeeded in striking
him on the flank just beyond Franklin, capturing quile a
nunber of prisopers—number oot yet given. My cavalry
14 pressing him closely, and I s very muek 1o hopes of

| gettiog many more prisoners b -morrow,

Gronee H. TrHoMA®, Major Genernl.

r——

GEN. THOMAS STILL PURSUING THE EREMY. —
A FEW MORE PRISONERS.

HEALQUARTERS DEPARTM'T oF THE CUMBERLAND,
Near Spring Hill, December 15, 1804,

The euewy bus been vigorously pureued to-day, but bas
studiously avoided any attack by my troops. I have sne-

dred-—but our eaplures are light in comparisen with the
success 0f the past three days. The pureuit will be eon
tinued in the worning st av enrly au hour as the Lroops
can mareh.

The following copies ol orders found in Breckiuridge's
cnmp in East Teuoessee are transmitted for your infor-
mation :

Headguarters West 1irginin and Fast Tenmessee,
Wytheville, ( Va ) December 2, 1564,
Genaral Orders No 27 —In secordance with inatractions

wrme, smmuonition, and lead, the following
liahed -
All lead which ean be gleanad from battle-fields, or other-

order is put

officers aod ba sent to the nesrest arsenal. All aris to be
relieved of their wads for eleaning., The balls should be
drawn, if practioable, otherwise toe loads should be dis-
charged into boxen of rand or dirt, so that the lead may be
recovered and turned into the ordosnce depot,

The sttention of the commanding ocers is called to the
necescity giviog rise to this order, nod its rigid enforec-
meant is strictly enjoined by eommwanding officers.

By command of Major General BRECKINRIDGE :

J. STopparn Jonssox, A, A, (.

Heady'vs Department West Virginia and East Tennessee,

Wytherille, ( Va ) Deacember 2, 15031,

Cinevrar —Ths attention of commanding oMeers (s
called to the searcily of forage in this department, and the
abaolute vecessity of using economy in its consumplivn,
Evidenees of wnate iave been observed herotofore, The
proper « flizers muet in all casen superintend the mesue of
forage, and comwsndiog «Me=rs and every company offi
eer wust give hie strict pereopal sttention.

T. H. MyeErs, A, A, G

I have found the railrosd thus far but little disturbed,
snd my traios will be up by railroad in & day or two st the
furthest. Ths telegraph is up with we now.

I fiad npon receiving more eorreet reporis of the opera-
tions of the 1GEL inatant, that Maj. Gen. Ed. Johason's en-
tire division, with ull the brigade commanders, was oap-
tured in the worke which were captured by asesult, be.
sides destroying s brignde of the encmy's eavalry and eap-
turing its commander, Brig. Gien. Rucker

Awong the captures mads to day are the rebel Brig.
Gen. Quarles, wounded, and s number of rebels, aleo
wouuded, lylog in the houses by the roadside, unabls to get |
away. Oro. H Tromas,

Major General Commandivg.

——

FROM NASHVILLE.

|| NasnviLLe, Dec, 20.~An officer of Gen. Rousseau’s
| staff, direct from the headquarters of Gen, Thomas, arriv-
ed hers lnst night. Our forces were thea at Spriog Hill,

near Columbin, Hod's army, the remonnt of it, wns at
Duck river, which it was crossing as (asl as possible.  All
our wounded &t ut Fraoklin were recoiverad, Weo also

oaptured thera numbers of rebels, reversly wounded, in-
eludiug Geg. Quarles, ol Tenneesee, formerly Supervisor
of the Banka of this State.  Yesterday morning Geoersl
Hatoh captured (hree guns from the rebel eavaley fores at
Spriog Hill, Our totsl captures of artillery from Hood
asmount to sixty-one pieces. The lows of Forrest in his at-
tack oo Murfreesboro on ‘T hureday Iast is estimated at
fifteen buadred killed snd wounded, who fell into our
hands. The rebel army, from all aceounts, has becowe
ulterly demorslized, is utterly uoable to wake a stand, snd
haa scarvely noy artillery left. Thoe telegraph is working
to Spring Hill.  Traine will run to Fraoklio this morning
Gren, Bobobield wan in Columbin yesterday morning. Our
total loss in wonoded in the battles of Thuraday sod Fr

day will resch but little over two thoussud men The
civer is risicg rapidly aod theve are fifieen fesl of water
ol the Shoals

It is anaounced that Uhe Gowe rument yeslerdsy recoved
offisial Cespatobes from Gen Thomas which stata that
Hood's srmy contiouad (o retrast sod was sostteriog. Gen
Thowas eays (st the storm of Tusedny, the 20ib, was #0
sovere a4 to impede militsry operations. It reems, never-
theless, that thirteen hupdred sdditioual prisoners were
gapturad on that day.

EXPEDITION FOR WILMINGTON.

The day is 80 near when intelligence may be expected
from the fleet which left Fortress Monrcs on Tuesday of
last week for Wilmington, (N. C.) that the followiog
table of divisions, ships, and guos” will be valuable.
The ilset consists of sevaoty-four sail, carryiog six hundred
and sixty-six guos, under \be command of Admiral DAVID
D. PorTER, supported by Commodorss Radford, Thatcher,
Lanmao, Schenck, and Godon, with g hospital tuge,
seven hoepital ships, and seven ordinary tugs. The fol-
lowing is the fleet order:

Bhipa
PIreh I RRIa0 G i vninirinsh IO~ 1oaiinia cssiastmnesbrsensbu s mlilz':i
Becond division.............10 160
Thied Aimblon.. i dB i e R0
Fourth division.............17 176
Iron-clad divisivn........... 6 . 30

o o 649
8 [T, 3 1, P O RS Mt S s S asERAER w4
Tugs fur general service.. 7 (essh 2 gUnE) i orinesersary A

7 &

Tlm New York Eveniog Post of Tussday bas ao inter-
eating article relative to the preparation and strength of
the ficet, the pian of attack upon Wilmirgton, and the
rebel defences, from which we extract the following :

ORGARIZATION OF THE FLEET.

Preparations fir the capture of the forts defanding (he
eatrance to Cape Fear river have bean in progress for
wonths, but oot until about the firat of September were
the « flicers nsaigned, and mensures taken to earry the de-
sired plaus into execution, About that time Admiral Por-
ter was directed to assume commnand of the North Atlsn-
tic Blockading Squadron, and he st ones commenced to
put bis rquadron in erder,

The firut step taken was in' perfeetiog the iron-clad fleet,
whioh was done as speedily as possible, nod the resuls has
produced the Diotator, one of the Inrgest vessels of her
olags in the navy ; the Atlsnts, one of the best productioss
of rebel ingenuity ; the New Irousides, which bas never
been fuund wanting ; the Monadnock, which was deemed
80 valeable 8 vessel thot she wus at once selected na the
flagship of the squadron, and other iron-clads, whiclPwill
be of great vervics \n carrying out the plans. Among the
wooden vessels selocted wers the Wabash, which was
Admiral Dupont's flagship at the captura of Port Royal;
the Minnesots, of Monitor and Merrimuck renown | the
Colorado, the chief among the filty gun ecrow frigates ;
the Brooklyn, of New Orlesus, Vicksburg, and Mobile
fame. The Heet numbered, nll told, sixty-six vessels, and
six hundred and forty-nine guns. Quite & large number
of the veesols are blockade-runners, purchased by the
Government, sod converted into gunbosis. The ehoies of
thees ships was wise, inasmuch us they are of light dranght,
and capable of easily threading the iniriests channels
which eonstitute the spproach to the Caps Fear river.

I'LAN OF ATTACK.

The general plan of attack was deeided upoo a short
time siter Adwiral Porter atsumed eommand of the ffeet.
1t wes decided that the beavy vessels, which, by reason of
their draught of water, eould rot eross the bar, shounld lie
off within & distanes of two miles and actively shell Fort
Fisher, which cowmands the entrance over New lLulet bar,
[he vessels not participating u the genersl bombardment
are to pase up tho channel and over the bar into the rivar.
1t 18 thought that rome vessels may be lost or 8o badly dis-
abled as to render them ineapable of offensive aetion, but
the number of the fleet employed will prevent pny disaster
from euch an secident.

‘I he sides of the wooden vessels ars plated with chain
armor, a8 were Admiral Farrsgul’s fleat when they passed
Forts Joackson aod #t. Phillip, and Forte Morgan and
Cinines in Mobile Bay, The same precsution of lashing the
vessels side by side will be rescried to if cirenmstanoss
will permit. Whils the fieet rendezvoused st Hampton
Honds the yarde, topmasts, and oxtraspars weres sent down ;
boats removed from the decke, aud the vessels cloared for
action in the most thorough manner. Bage filled with sand
were placed on the moat vulnerable parts of the decke, and
in places to protect the boilers and machinery. In fact
every thing that bumsn ingenuity could devise has been
done to make the vessels shot and shell proof.

Hospital ehips are provided for the accommodation of
six hundred wounded, and an extra corps of surgeons waa
assigned to the squadron. Seven hospital etesmers and »
number of tugs were thus detailed, under the direction ol
Flest Burgeon Fox, and every measurs sdopled to give
proper eare and atteation to the wouuded in tue setion.

THE POIST OF ATTACK.

Wilminglon stands on the leit bauk of the Cape Fear
river, thirty-fise miles irom the ccean. It bua been a port
of the utmost value to the rebels since the breskiog out of
the war, and after tha eapture of Mobile and the closiog ot
the ports of Charleston and Bavanoah, has been the prinei-
pal port of eutry. The mouth of Cupe Fear river is so
wituated that it has been moet difficult to bloeknde success-

While these movemeuts were goiog on, and our | nes | casded in takiog a fow prisoners—some two or three huc- | fally ; notwithstanding the  vigilicea of our blocksders

Inrge numbers of vessels Lave passed iu and oul of the port
unseen. The trade of this port has been immense, and is
estimated at many millions of. dollars. The Navy Depart
meut bave maiatained the most perfect blockads possible
fur a distance excaeding tweoty miles, and yot have not
b en able to prevent the rebels from runniog their ships in
anl out on favorable occasions. Now, bowever, Admirsl
Porter will effectually seal it as hermetically as Mobils is
sealed by the vietories of Farcagut.

‘The eutrance to Cape Fear river is obatrusted by thres
bars, known as the ** Western," ** Main," aod *“ New Inlet'
bare. 80 materinlly have thess bars ehanged from tima

were massed ogainet the rebel lines, and the veteran | received from the Ordnanese Department at Ricbmond | to time that the old siling direetions would be almost use’
columns were burled agsinst the rebels with irrasistible | that it has becoms of yital importance to husband mmall | less at present fur piloting purpoees. 8till the main faa.

tures of the chanoel have wot changed, so that s flaet,
guided by even the old landmarke, could gain sn eatrance.
I'he New Inlot passage affords (he best facilit es for en

with it, moved routh. On the right of the Fourth Corps | wiga obiained, will be collacted by the br gads ordnsnce | trance, snd will probably be used by Admiral Porter for

bis main operations,
THE REBEL FORTIFICATIONS,

On Federal Point is located the celebrated Fort Fisher,
ome of the largest earlthworks of ite style in the Confede-
racy. Its armament is unequslied in range or effieiency.
It wountes about filty guos, many of the beaviest Biakely
ritlar; near it are a pumber of pwall works, ealled water
batterien, all mounting guue of Leavy ecalibre. Bimilar
works exist opposite Fort Fisher, the guns of whicu min

gle their tire with that of the fort. Together these works
commasnd n distance of »ix milee, threa in sach dirsotion.
Ihere 1 & formidable earthwork a little further up the
conat, near the lighthouse, the guns of whish eover ths
senwnrd approach (o the New lulet bar eotranee, Near
Fort Iisher & battery, placed upon sn artificial ssod hill,
threatens much snnuysuos to our fleet.  1ts gune are able
to throw plunging sbot, as well as prijectiles, for out sea
ward.

THE ENTRANCE

The enteenee by the way of New Inlet is 20 situsted and
guarded by beavy artillery that veesels stiempting to go in
ur run by the forts would be subjected to a tremendous
eroam-fire, The beavy irigates, whoss draught of water
preciudes thair crose:ng the bar, must of nscessity anchor
outeide or a1l up and down the beach ; or perhaps they
will #ail in a ¢ reln an did lh:rt nt's feet at Lthe eapture of

Port Koysl iy thin method they would be enabled to
keep their guna cool, the wen freeb, and at the same tima
sarionsly interfore with the socurscy of the rebeal fira. The

ground over which the besvy vessels must fight is a trits
over two miles frem Fort Fisher, yot it in within eff-giive
raoge at & moderate elevation of the guos. On Zeek's
lsland, and opposite Fort Fisher, there i snid £ exista
wmnll water battery mounting nine guos.

THE WESTEHRN BAR ENTRANCE.

The entrance by the western bar i also well guarded,
nnd its approsches ars defended in the most approved
msnner known to epginvering scienca, The first works to
be encountered going in this way are situsted on Osk
Island, near the light-houses. It isnot generally known how
many guns sre in position thers, but undoubtediy there is
u sufficient pumber to do our feet much damege befors
they ean be silenced or passed. Oo Bald Head, the south-
orn axtremity of Smith's Islaud, is situsted s small work,
whoss guns throw their missiles across the ehannel. Next
comen Fort Caawell, built by the United States before the
war. It isa work with five sidoe, three of them mounting
gunoe, about sixty all told. This work has been strength
oned receutly, sud is nndoubtedly a very formidablo affair
Possibly the iron-elads may operabes against this work. Just
above Fort Cnswell is a small work, loested on Batisry
Island  ©u the right hand side of the river, cowing dowa,
is Fort Jotineon, witaated at Smithville, and sbout oue and
a hall miles from Fort Casweil. Above thig, at various
points on the river, are said fo be battaries ol varions siges,
but mostly small and of ittle noportance.

IHE ORSTRUCTIONS.

dil ant plaes wny obstructions in tho river
nn};?:h?:zl,:“dl .I.u: thxmgh deserters that we weare sbout
to sttack Wilmington ; henes. but littie if Rny thmg hL ]
known of that part of their defances. Doubtiess torpedoes,
aupken vesesls, snd other impedimenta have besu by thia
time placed 1o the best possible positioas to do _h.m_
It 1w possible that Admiral Porter will b_o content with the

| capture of the seaward defecces of “nlllmugtuu, withoat
| attempting to pasa up to the city iteelf, in whioh oass be
will have oo cocasion to penetrate further mp the Cspe
Fenr river than s few miles above the principsl forts at
the enirsnce. If this be tha case, the ' tor, (do corpe™
will bave their labor for naught.

' Tha deward of the Biszilisa Gorernment lor reparation
for Wbe ssizure of the Florida is undersiood to have been
insolent in tone., The reply of the Becreiary of State,
whioh ia just completed, is drm, yet conciliatory ; not en-
dorsiog the seizure, snd expressing a desire o bave (he
matter fairly adjanted.




